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15 


Eve 


I was sent forth from the power, 
and I have come to those who reflect upon Me, 
and I have been found among those who seek after Me. 
Look upon Me, you who reflect upon Me, 
and you hearers, hear Me. 
You who are waiting for Me, take me to yourselves. 

And do not banish Me from your sight. 

And do not make your voice hate Me, nor your hearing. 
Do not be ignorant of me anywhere or any time. Be on your guard... 


For I am the First and the Last. 

Iam the honored One and the scorned One. 
Iam the Whore and the Holy One. 
Iam the Wife and the Virgin. 

Iam the Mother and the Daughter!" 


From Pre-Eternity the reflection of Your Beauty consented to Self-Disclose, 


Love appeared and its fire blazed forth throughout all the worlds! 


' Thunder, the Perfect Mind (trans.) George W. MacRae, The Nag Hammadi Library 
https://gnosis.org/naghamm/thunder.html (accessed 12 January 2024). 
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In veils She came forth, 
hidden by external appearance 
In the tincture of color within every germination! 
At first creation, 
She showed Herself to Adam 
In the locus of the Manifestation of Eve 
Before the rule of maternity!’ 


Eve is the fifteenth card of the NUR Tarot’s Major Arcana and replaces ‘the Devil’ of 
the conventional Tarot. This card is an intensely personal one for the present author, a fact 
which we shall presently explore intimately below. Now, whilst containing some of the 
trickster elements and archetypes that exist in the standard Devil card of the Tarot, this 
card goes way beyond the lingering duality and dualisms that the card of the Devil in the 
mainstream Tarot usually conveys because this is the quintessential card of the Divine 
Feminine itself and so holds all of the polarities that this concept communicates, but 
completely synthesized into a single figure, and in the alchemical sense of that word. And 
although at first glance it does not appear that way, this card is a card of supreme paradox, 
but precisely a paradox where matters of the heart are concerned, and so is one of its most 
pivotally important, especially as it is the first card initiating the next half of the series in 


the twenty-eight Major Arcana of this deck. Here we encounter the figure of Eve as 


Hafiz, ghazal #152 (my trans.) 
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Ibn al-Farid, Diwan (my trans.) 
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simultaneously both the temptress and seductress of the exoteric Biblical-Quranic 
narrative as well as the savior and Manifestation of God (mazhar allah) from the Gnostic and 


Sufi-Babi one. Therefore, in essence this is Who She is: 


Wisdom (oogia) sent Her Daughter Life (Gwr), Who is called ‘Eve,’ as an Illuminator so 
that She might raise up Adam, in whom there is no spiritual soul, so that those whom He 
would beget might also become vessels of light. When Eve saw Her companion Adam, 
who was so much like Her, in his cast down condition She pitied him, and She exclaimed: 
“Adam, live! Rise up upon the earth!” Whereupon Her words produced a result, for when 
Adam rose, immediately He opened his eyes. When He saw Her, He said: “You will be 


called ‘the Mother of All-Living’, because You are the one who gave Me life.’ 


In other words, and as it was just mentioned in the quote above, in this card we 
enounter the ‘Mother of All-Living’ (n 75 ox)’ in all of Her supeme paradoxical and 
theophanic glory which the opening quote from Thunder, the Perfect Mind seeks to convey 
so long as the quotes following it from Hafiz and then the one following that from Ibn al- 
Farid’s diwan (as well as the one by the Bab closing this chapter, not to mention the one we 
just cited above) become the glosses upon its fundamental meaning. This denotes that here 
we are yet again encountering the figure and trope of the Saqi (the wine-bearer), but in one 
of Her core archetypal instantiations with everything this specific trope entails throughout 


the literary canon of Sufism. As such this is a card very closely connected to the reality of 


“‘On the Origin of the World’ in The Nag Hammadi Library: The Definitive Translation of the Gnostic Scriptures 
Complete in One Volume (General Edit.) James M. Robinson (Harper Collins: San Francisco, 1990): 170-89. 
° Genesis (bereshith) 3:20. 
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the Qalandar and so is one of those archetypes that the Qalandar must take very seriously, 
and even completely internalize in its inner meaning, regarding the nature of the Beloved 
and how She may appear to him at a very crucial stage of the Path in a sort of naked paradox 


that is both extremely disturbing and tremendously exhilarating at the same time. 


Therefore, here the isolated figure and singular character of the ‘devil’ as the locus 
of all evil literally has no place or purpose whatsoever, including even in the manner in 
which Crowley and others may have made him out to be as Pan. In fact we consider the 
standard exoteric archetype of the devil (which, in the history of religious ideas, was one 
originally invented by us Iranians) to be completely toxic and absurd - not to mention 
totally counterproductive - possessing no genuine depth of initiatic truth in its standard 
Abrahamic versions, and so it is one which we have deliberatey sought to systematically 
eliminate from out of our system of gnosis in that form altogether; as it were, this being our 
manner of proverbially rejecting “satan” unequivocally by denying and negating his very 
ontological reality itself,° a permanent ritual banishment of him out of existence, if you 
would. But if we were to concede to any kind of devil archetype in a positive light, this 
instead would be the devil of Husayn ibn Mansir al-Hallaj’s (d. 922) Tawasin’ or the one 
whom Ahmad Ghazzali (d. 1126) speaks about when he says, “whosoever has not learned 


Tawhid (the Unicity of God) at the feet of Satan is a dualist” (zindiq).° 


° Albeit this does not mean we reject either the concepts of evil or the existence or chthonic and malefic 
entities, beings and realms, especially as the Hebrew cognate into Arabic and English as shaytan or satan is 
already in its original form a plural rather than a singular. 

’ (Tran.) Louis Massignon (Librairie Paul Geuthner: Paris, 1913). 

5 With the implication being that any person so guilty is by definition a heretic (i.e. a kafir), cited in Abu-l- 
Faraj ibn al-Jawzi al-Muntazam fi tarikh al-mulik wa’l-umam, vol. 17 (Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya: Beirut, 1413 
AH/1992 CE): 239 (my trans.) 
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Nay, instead this card is all about the Eternal Woman in Her naked, paradoxical 
glory, the Imam-Creatrix as Eve, and Her catalyzing effect in Her spatiotemporal encounter 
with Her heart-ravished lover, the keeper of the mysteries of Her sacred fire temple, Her 
eternal flame-carrier who is depicted at the bottom of the card. As such here we are dealing 
with a sort of Lilith-Eve; or, rather, to be more precise, the goddess Ishtar’ - or in Her 
universal ancient Near Eastern form as Nanay.’’ Now, instead of detailing anything further 
theoretically regarding the archetype, here we wish to say some words about our own 
personal experience surrounding this card of Eve and how this archetype literally ruptured 
into our personal life in the most bewildering fashion imaginable, and therefore how this - 
our personal experience of it - then gleans and glosses upon its overall meaning, since we 
believe that this was one of the primary reasons for the whole experience in the first place: 
to collect information on its unfathomable meaning and so to deepen our own gnosis about 
the nature of this card’s living archetype by the Spirit behind the NUR Tarot itself while 
both removing as well as initiating something truly profound with us personally in the 


process. 


But first, for the purposes of this chapter, we will reorder the chronology of one 
element of how we have detailed the discussion of the previous cards thus far, and say that 


a meaning to this card is to be found in the dhikr of allahu abtan (.:| atl), ‘God is the Most 


Interior’ or ‘Most Hidden’, the dhikr that is associated with the card of Eve. The numerical 


° And note how in the distribution of mystic numbers associated with the Assyrian Tree of Life, Ishtar’s 
number is the number fifteen (15), see Parpola The Assyrian Tree of Life: 183 Fig. 9. In fact, as Parpola 
underscores in his piece in several places, the number 15 is the Ishtarian number. Additionally, note what we 
indicated in the card of Khidr in the numerological equivalence between an Arabic form of the name of Ishtar 
(ie. exyl or #3y1) and the Arabic for ‘She whom God shall make Manifest’ (a le el a): 1202. 

'© See Erica Reiner A Sumero-Akkadian Hymn of Nana JNES vol. 33 (The University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 
April 1974): 221-236. 
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value of this dhikr is one-hundred and twenty-eight (128) which is equivalent to mawland 


(tYg«), ‘our master’, the name Husayn (>), and the Name of God nazi’ (¢5t), which is to say, 
‘the Remover’ (¢56) or ‘Withdrawer’ that can also mean the ‘disputer’, ‘contender’ or ‘arguer’ 


and similar. Among the 385 Supreme Names, this Name is Name two-hundred and fifty- 


eight (258) and is associated with the sixth day of the NUR month of Jamal (beauty).” 


That said, in late 2023 a sultry Turkish woman virtually appeared online and into 
the life of the present author under an assumed last name. Yet when the numerical values 
of her first and false last names were calculated together in Arabic, it corresponded to the 
numerical value of ‘O Manifestation of the Truth’ (i.e. 1260).’* Additionally, her twenty-sixth 
(26) birthday was also on the precise day when its artist delivered the finished card to us (1 
February 2023),’? not to mention that she friended us in social media on the exact day when 
the physical cards and the divination table for the NUR Tarot were first delivered into our 


hands (26 July 2023). But most striking of all, she bore an uncanny and even an identical 


"Le, the 3 of December. 


© Bl yh b 

ya zuhur al-haqq, minus the aliful-wasl, which usually doesn’t need to be calculated in such a construction. 

® This being clear evidence to us, as if any further was needed, that our artist was being directly guided from 
Above by the Guiding Spirit behind the NUR Tarot that was also guiding us. But note that on this very day, 
after the artist delivered to us the finished card of Eve, in a state of ecstatsy (wajd), we spontaneously uttered 
the following words of shahada (our shath, or ecstatic locution, associated with this card) that we immediately 
conveyed to him in writing, which in Arabic contains precisely 26 letters to the number of our Turkish 
woman’s age on that very day of her birthday) and 8 words (to the number of sigils in the ogdoadic form of 
the Greatest Name): 


Al a gles ely abl] a] Y 


la ilaha illa allah haww@ mazhar hiya allah 


There is no god but God! Eve is the locus of the Manifestation of She is God! 


In themselves, these words may be used in all future divinations with the NUR Tarot to summon the specific 
spirit and archetype behind this card. 
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resemblance to the woman depicted by its artist in this card of Eve. Many other normally 
unbelievable synchronicities - or, sympathies (in the sense of ovund@e1a), rather - also 
occurred between this Turkish woman and the depicted elements of the card that would 
take us too far afield to mention them one by one. But note that for an entire year leading 
up to it, the day of the 3" of Jamal NUR 18 (30 November 2023) had been constantly 
prognosticated to us in our numerological divinations without us full knowing precisely 
the reason why. On this exact day, this woman first made private contact with us, and for 
precisely the next thirty-eight (38) days to the numerical value of our last name in Arabic 
we maintained an intimate long-distance relationsip with her, even speaking of marriage - 
and even exchanging mutual, personal vows of marriage to each other in its Fatimiya 


formulation during the mid-term of our private online encounters together” - at the end 


“Le. 


\ 


\ 
Ogr3}5 abl Gy <b 6) 


inna li-llahi wa inna bi-llahi zawijiin 
Verily we belong to God and indeed in God we are coupled/married! 


This was later reversed by us in the utterance of the vow of separation per the formula given in the 19" gate 
of the 13" Unity of the Completion of the Bayan, viz. 


oa abl Gl, oi 6 


Verily we belong to God and indeed in God we are disjuncted/separated! 


Albeit the requirement per the 19™ gate of the 13™ Unity of the Completion of the Bayan is that this formula, 
as with its version for coupling and marriage, be mutually uttered. Be that as it may, we take her verbal 
expression to end the relationship with us in our final face to face conversation in video chat as an 
unequivocal indication to that end and accept it as such. But this point should be emphasized, that such 
mutual words of separation were uttered towards a woman who at the time was no longer possessed by the 
Spirit of the Imam-Creatrix as Eve, and the vows of marriage when they were uttered, were uttered and 
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of which the relationship abruptly ended. But it was thirty-six (36) days among these thirty- 
eight (38) days - to the number of pathways to our Tree of Reality and to the numerical 


value of 4) (ilaha, i.e. ‘God’ small case) - that we experienced with this woman a romance of 


unbelievable celestial bliss at a physical and geographic distance, with words of love 
expressed to us by her that touched us to our inner core unlike anything we had ever 


experienced before.” 


This was the Great Mother Herself, the Imam-Creatrix as Eve, She whom God shall 
make Manifest, using this woman as a temporary vehicle to communicate with us in the 
spatiotemporal world of the present timeline, epiphanizing and Self-Disclosing Herself 
through this Turkish woman, at the conclusion of the thirty-sixth day departing completely 
with the next two days constituting the break-up. In other words, inadvertently on her 
part, but telegraphed to us for some time prior to it, this Turkish woman became for us the 
oracle of the Goddess Herself, which we willingly expressed to her at the time. But 
especially the manner in which this woman nakedly, and with brutal honesty, totally 
opened herself to us during a very short period of time - something that normally no 
woman does - evokes the imagery of this card almost literally, never mind her identical 
resemblance. We had admired her quietly for months virtually when she first friended us - 
maybe liking a photo here and there on her profile page with only a single brief exhange 
proclaimed by us to the Mother Herself as She possessed this woman - and She to us. As such the (renewed) 
vows of sacred matrimony between the Imam-Creatrix and the present author still remain intact. 

‘5 The numbers of days have also been broken down by us this way: during the first six says from the 3" of 
Jamal NUR 18 to and including the 8" of Jamal NUR 18 (30 November 2023 - 5" of December 2023) was the 
progressive build up to the relationship. The relationship proper began when we sent her the poem entitled 
‘Yildiz’ found below on the 9" of Jamal NUR 18 (6" of December 2023), a period that stretched to and included 
the 6" of HU NUR 18 (31 December 2023), i.e. precisely twenty-six (26) days to the number of letters in the 
tahlil formula to Eve given above, this being the peak. The next six days from the 7" of HU NUR 18 to and 


including the 11" of HU NUR 18 (1° of January 2024 - 6 January 2024) was the six days of the relationship’s 
decline and its formal break-up on the final day. 
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occuring on a thread on our own page only once prior to it - before she herself, outwardly 
and completely unbidden by us, suddenly burst into our personal life like out of an 


exploding gleam of light. 


Yet, alas, this human woman and vehicle for the Great Mother was deeply flawed 
and troubled. Therefore, once the expansive Light departed from her, it literally became 
impossible to continue the relationship with her any further, the details of which are both 
too long and too personal to get into here. But the signs as to how this Light departed from 
her, we will briefly explain below. Yet, to us, as we began pondering over the events shortly 
thereafter, a paradox emerged wherein the physical and geographical distance of this 
woman simultaneously expressed to us the Goddess’s transendence (tanzih) and Majesty 
(jalal) with the fact that we connected at that intimate a level with her even from a distance 
being the Manifestation of Her immanence (tashbih) and Beauty (jamal). In other words, to 
paraphrase Qur‘an 41:53, this was an incident for us wherein we beheld the signs (ayat) of 
the Great Goddess and Supreme Mother, the Imam-Creatrix as Eve, She whom God shall make 
Manifest, in the horizons (afaq) and in our soul (nafs) in the Reality of an extremely brief yet 
intense, romantic heart-connection with this beautiful Turkish woman who mirrored in all 
ways the depiction made of the woman in this card of Eve by its artist - and “the heart has 


not lied regarding what it has seen” (Qur‘an 53:11).”° 


We cherish the memory of those thirty-six truly magical days between late 2023 and 
early 2024 because She, albeit very briefly, manifested to us in a human vehicle as we had 
been praying and requesting incessantly of Her for quite some time to do for us. As 


indicated above, one of the bewildering signs and occurrences during much of the time 


cols be 51GB) 255 ts 
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when we were connected to her was that this woman always donned a pendant with a 
leopard on it. But try as we might we could not see any leopard in the pendant, even when 
she insisted there was one, but instead an owl: the owl, of course, being one of the well- 
known totem animals of Ishtar and the Supreme Goddess in a few other related cultures.’ 
It was only later, and very shortly before our break-up, that we finally saw the leopard in 
the pendant rather than an owl. The transference of animals in the pendant that this Tukish 
woman always wore was one of many personal evidences and signals to us as to Who the 
real Subject of our connection was all along Who had taken over the material form of this 
woman in order to communicate with us in the spatiotemporal realm of ndsit; that is, until 
we finally saw the owl turn into a leopard (which she had insisted it had been all along) 
whereby we broke up very shortly thereafter in the space of only a few short days. While 
to Thelemites and related this may be framed as a ‘Scarlet Woman’ phenomenon, the 
appearance of this woman and her thirty-six day (36) interaction with us was far, far more 
than just that. This is especially because no Thelemic ‘Scarlet Woman’ on record has ever 
literally appeared in a Tarot card with features resembling her to a fault prior to her 
appearance - and drawn by someone who has never even known or seen her, and then 
delivering it to us on her very birthday - in the way this woman did. Irrefutably to us, there 
were far bigger unseen powers and far more elevated intelligences at work conspiring to 


materialize this catalyzing event with all of its bewildering synchronicities. 


Note that in one of several among those self-derived calendars we use concurrently, 
the period of the 7 of November 2023 to the 6™ of November 2024 was precisely the period 


corresponding to the card of Eve, not to mention i. the 4" Theophanic Sequence of the 


” And note how in Persian literary sources, the owl is often referred to as morgh-i-haqq (> ¢), the ‘bird of 


Truth’. Additionally, we mention here that this Turkish woman referred to herself as ‘the daughter of Ishtar’. 
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Hadith Kumay] (i.e. “the ecstatic attraction of the Divine Exclusive Oneness by the attributive 
apprehension of the Divine Unicity”)"*; ii. the tahlil (i.e. “there is no god but God”)"; iii. the 
Realization of the realization”; and iv. Spirit (rah) which is associated with the Empyrean 
world (jabarit) and the element of Fire. Another fascinating synchronicity was that we first 
learned about and then obtained a physical copy of Josephine McCarthy’s first novel, AZAL: 
The Retelling of Eve (Hannacroix: 1999 & 2005), which covers very similar ground to the 


narrative of this card, just one month prior to this Turkish woman’s appearance. 


That said, an extremely positive outcome of this spatiotemporally virtual 
‘encounter’ with the Turkish woman, the temporary oracle of the Goddess, was to bring our 
daughter and I closer together in our relationship after a period of strain while also 
signaling the conclusion of a particularly difficult period overall that started in 2019 with 
the tragic death of our wife, this encounter being the start of a completely new cycle, as it 
were. However, internally speaking, for the present author, something - a longstanding 
veil over our heart that was older than even those events; a festering wound that none had 
been able to heal - was positively removed by this encounter, and a removal that could not 
have occurred without it. This brief and very intense romantic companionship from a 
distance, and the argument that ended it all which was deliberately instigated by her, all 


being the means to that end, this being the very Manifestation of the Name al-ndzi? (¢ 5131) - 


‘the Remover’ or ‘Contender’- in every single way with Her/her departure, as it were, 


leaving a very priceless gift of inestimable personal, inner value to us as its outcome that 
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only the separation and complete removal of this form of Her epiphany could have ever 


offered to us and thus accomplished. 


But we will say this, that given the divine Name associated with this card of Eve, not 
to mention the dhikr, and since the Turkish woman in question was the literal epiphany of 
it, the outcome of that relationship was already predetermined at its beginning, and so this 
general element will always need to be taken into consideration whenever it comes up in 
any divination, i.e. the ephemeral and transitory nature of the outward phenomenon of a 
given catalyzing event, figure or encounter, such as the one we have recounted here, which 
leaves a permanent mark and trace (especially internally) after it is physically gone. The 
bittersweetness of it all captures the overall ‘azamuti tenor thereof that is simultaneously 
paradisal as well as infernal, for in this there is a deep wisdom for the wayfarer whose 
depths he or she must fully realize and integrate in order to proceed to the following 
waystations of the journey of the Lover to the Beloved until final (re-)Union.” Therefore, 
this card of Eve does not remotely obviate the ‘trickster’ element that exists in the Devil 
card of the conventional Tarot. What it does instead is to raise the archetype to another 
level in a much higher octave; and since Khidr is the main protagonist of this deck’s story, 
if we may frame it in such terms, in this card the Goddess takes on a Khidr-like role towards 
Khidr himself. In other words, where this specific card is concerned, the nature of the 


Divine Feminine in its dark feminine form can indeed act as the gatekeeper to the mysteries 


* Even though, for us, at least, the memory of this Turkish woman and our encounter with her will continue 
to haunt us for a long time to come given this card and the synchronicities associated with her. 


Wahid Azal © 2023 


ATT U ASTTBT 


The BOOK of the TREE of HERMES 


and the catalyst to their realization within the soul of the wayfarer,” since dark or light, it 


is still the Manifestation of the Divine Who is both Light and dark” - and beyond. 


The Depiction of the Card 


The basic inspiration behind the depiction of this card of Eve derives from the Ancient 
Greek ‘Aphrodite Anadyomene’ which Botticelli’s (d. 1510 CE) famous ‘The Birth of Venus’ 
is one famous Renaissance iteration.” What our artist has accomplished here with our 
version of it is to align Aphrodite Anadyomene with the archetypes behind the card of Eve 
for our system. In other words, it has been mesopotamianized (to coin a neologism) and 
brought into complete harmonia and alignment with the color schemes, symbolism and all 
of the elemental details related to the larger narrative behind the NUR Tarot. The general 
scenery in ours here also occurs in the night (= layla, denoting the Divine Essence in Its 
epiphany as Eternal Woman). And whereas Venus-Aphrodite is depicted as being born in 
the various representations we have, here Eve stands as the eternally unborn who is merely 
manifesting (zuhir) and self-disclosing (tajalli) Herself. Also, sometimes among the 
Aphrodite Anadyomene depictions that have come down to us, like the one by Boticelli, 
figures stand horizontally on either side of Her whereas here Eve has nothing standing on 


either side of Her horizontally but only vertically below Her, indicating thereby Her 


* Perhaps the 1999 Roman Polanski neo-noir horror thriller film, ‘The Ninth Gate’, can shed some light on 
the meaning to this. 

> In that regard, note again the card of Nargis, which Crowley’s Thoth deck made into ‘Lust’ and which the 
conventional Rider-Waite Tarot has as ‘Strength’. 


4 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_Anadyomene (retrieved 16 January 2023). 


Wahid Azal © 2023 


ATT on ASTM TI 


The BOOK of the TREE of HERMES 


ahadiya, i.e. Her singularity, exclusive oneness and uniqueness; and, more importantly, 


vertically because ‘nothing is like unto’ Her (ed AleS yaa). 


Now, although the sensual component to this card, like the card of Nargis, is 
obvious, if the viewer were to get lost merely in the apparent sensuality of the depiction, 
they have literally missed the forest for the trees. Where the Divine Feminine is specifically 
concerned, this in itself is one of those razor-sharp tests that the male adept, especially, 
must pass beyond without, however, negating the sensuality of the Eternal Woman’s 
Manifestation to him either, this being its nondualist paradox that is finer to apprehend, 
let alone realize, than a single thread of fine hair. This phenomenon literally happened to 
us in our case with the Turkish woman just mentioned. She approached us first, and when 
we completely opened our proverbial door to her, in very short order she transformed in 
the messaging into an extremely sensual Jezebel-Lilith type figure. However, once we got 
our bearings, we immediately understood what was happening in that this was a test from 
her/Her, and so slowly but deliberately, and in short order, we transmuted the lust and 
seduction phenomenon into genuine Love for her/Her, and especially just after we wrote 
our first poem addressing her as the Mother’s locus of Manifestation (mazhar), which she 


said to us “melted” her:”° 


Yildiz 
The Star of my Heart has Dawned 


With Her Emerald Green Eyes, the Goddess has Dawned! 


> Paraphrasing Qur’an 42:11. 
*° Given that this is the only proper etiquette (adab) to approach the Divine Feminine in any form of Her 


manifestations. 
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An Emerald Sun Who is the Moon of All-Beauty 
Has ravished my heart with a mere glance, 


By God, the Star of my Existence has Dawned! 


A daughter of the mysteries of Ephesus, 
A living Artemis with Emerald Green Eyes 


An idol worshiper who adores Her am I, for She has Dawned! 


Mad am I in ecstasy, but what can I say? 
For my prayers have been answered, 
Because my Beloved has come, the Star, 


Capturing my heart as She has Dawned!” 


We mention this also because during several millenia now the male of the species 
has been petrified and constantly in mortal fear of the power of female sexuality, which the 
Divine Feminine literally embodies,” with this fear existing due to a fundamental 
misunderstanding of its nature by not discerning its true divine root and the celestial basis 
thereof. And because of this, the male of the species has failed to understand how to 
transmute its own base emotional response to it from fear of it to love for this embodiment 
of the Power of Life. This, in our view, is probably among the reasons why the ancient 
mysteries included sacred prostitution as a central component to their temple rites of 


initiation (perhaps on one level to nullify such base, instinctive emotions arising amongst 


7 6 December 2023 CE. 

*° A fear wherewith humanity has spawned and institutionalized entire civilizations as a means to control it 
during nearly five-thousand years of patriarchy which as a consequence from below to Above has ravaged 
this earth from one end to the other. 
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the males of such cultures) whereas the Abrahamic tradition - and particularly in all of its 
various post-prophetic periods once the charisma has been routinized - shunned not only 
that but the reality and power of female sexuality itself tout court until the mystics and 
esotericists, in other ways, brought it back via the proverbial backdoor.” The narrative and 
archetype around this card of Eve is one way by which gnostics and esotericists such as us 
mean to defy and thereby subvert this stultifying exoteric religious patriarchy of the 
exoteric Abrahamic creeds over the issue and thereby deliberately flip over on its head all 
of their cherished registers and dogmas around the question, issues which have always 
been projected upon the figure of Eve as the original temptress, seductress and the first 
author of human sin. We say this because any civilization who looks down upon ‘Woman’ - 
and especially if it happens to be the first archetypal one - as the author of sin will have no 
qualms or compunctions whatsoever then about unleashing an unmitigated orgy of 
violence and exploitation upon earth and woman alike from one end to the other (such 
forces in themselves being the true ‘satan’ and ‘devil’). We have seen where this has all led 
humanity; namely, over a precipice and abyss of environmental and ecological 


Armageddon with the simultaneous explosion of mental illness of all forms amongst 


° Yet none of this means that the (post-)modern world has actually solved the problem. Quite the contrary. 
As an exoteric Judeo-Christian Abrahamic civilization at its root, the (post-)modern West has actually 
confounded the problem and merely sublimated its outward control over female sexuality into the complete 
illusion of its liberation thereby subjugating it even further. So, no, ours is not the proverbial ‘Age of Venus’; 
unless, that is, Venus be taken as inhabiting a gilded prison of the mind controlled by the male gods which 
she does not even see and which is policed by their rules that she has unthinkingly internalized. The only 
difference between yesterday and today - or that between Abrahamic or traditional cultures that continue to 
follow the antiquated ways around the control of women and female sexuality and the contemporary West - 
is how these control mechanisms are being represented as liberation when the actual fact of the matter is 
that the (post-)modern capitalist West and its values is as patriarchal as it can possibly get: values which have 
subtly but in a determined, systematic manner imprisoned women beyond what their forebearers even did 
or what those so-called “backward” easterners or Global Southers are presently doing. We don’t even need to 
provide any examples to prove the point since it is axiomatic and proven by objective, empirical observation 
to any fair minded person. 
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humanity everywhere. Among other reasons, this is among those reasons why such 
poisonous tropes and utterly flawed typologies around the exoteric Biblical-Quranic 
narrative of Eve must be completely nullified, permanently abrogated, and decisively 
reversed, transmuted and transformed in all of their formal registers at the level of 
archetype itself one by one. And among other more elevated and sublimely veridical 
purposes, this is precisely what we are doing here and so yet another meaning to Harmonia 


paganorum Abrahamica. 


Here the Imam-Creatrix as Eve, the Eternal Woman, stands naked bursting out of 
the Assyrian Tree of Life in a scintillant gleam of Light behind Her occuring within the Tree. 
And whereas unlike the Botticelli painting where Venus is covering her private parts, here 
Eve does not, this signifying a deliberate inversion and reversal of the Biblical narrative” 
after the commission of the so-called “original sin,” denoting thereby that we are in the 
presence of the gnostic Eve where no such “original sin” can possibly be ascribed to Her 
(because such a thing cannot possibly fall at Her feet) and where such unashamed display 
of Her nakedness signifies pure unadulterated shakti (power) and thus Her divinity; and 
this, moreover, occuring at the very moment when Her consort, Adam, perceives Her divine 
station. Her right foot stands forward in the center of the symbol for the Sun (i.e. the Pillar 
of Beauty) while Her left foot leans leftward above which occurs the symbol of the crescent 


moon (i.e. the Pillar of Majesty). 


She is also standing upon the backs of the outline of two lions* - a totem animal of 


Ishtar’s - whose outlines are the same color as the Light behind Her with their bodies being 


*° Being yet another instance of what we take as al-Ahsa’i’s ‘the mystery of reversal in the secret of the chief ( »» 
tls ja} oS5)). 


>! These replacing the giant scallop shell which Venus stands upon in Botticelli’s piece. 
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the color of the panoramic horizon. They are each holding in their paws a rock-like 
centerpiece with the eight-pointed star of Ishtar in its center. The Light behind Eve from 
which She emerges from the Assyrian Tree of Life, as well as that outlining the two lions, is 
yellow thus indicating the jabariti nature of the situs from which She has appeared that 
corresponds to the element of Fire. The horizon behind Her, above and below, is deep azure 
blue indicating, as with the other cards, the ‘azamuti nature thereof that can be 
simultaneously paradisal as well as infernal, depending on the internal condition of the 
perceiver and their spiritual state. Her hair flows jet black - the color of hahut and the divine 
ipseity - and She is holding two long locks of Her hair in both hands that descend all the 
way down to the bottom of the card with two more behind Her at the back of Her head 
unseen as to their length and trajectory. Her head leans leftward and Her two eyes are a 
striking, otherwordly emerald green maintaining a penetrating gaze, this indicating the 
majestic (jalali) element of the angelic world of malakit through which She both perceives 
and gazes upon those in the world who scorn and deny Her (= 1d ilaha/there is no god = 
darkness and hell) as well as those who love and affirm Her (= illa allah/other than God = 
Light and paradise), each of these being the manifestation of Her Wrath (qahr) and the 


manifestation of Her Mercy (rahma) respectively. 


The number of crests and grooves forming the Assyrian Tree of Life from which Eve 


arises are precisely eighteen (18) in number to the numerical value of hayy (<), ‘Alive’ and 


‘Life’.”’ On their outer shell above the grooves occur seventeen (17) instantiations of the 
Black Rose, whose esoteric significance with us is very different than what others have 


maintained regarding this symbol since with us the Black Rose stands for the unseen 


* The Hebrew "n to which our female Turkish oracle claimed to be especially drawn to as a Hebrew Name and 
Attribute of God. Eighteen (18) was also the number of the NUR year (21 March 2023 - 19 March 2024) in which 
the event of our encounter with her occurred. 
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effusions of the dark black-light of the Essence of the Godhead Itself. All seventeen of these 
black roses are crowned by smaller, dot-like and inverted forms of themselves, which 
denotes the concept of mirroring (mir’atiya). In between these seventeen black roses occur 
another eighteen (18) regal-purple ones indicating the royal-matriarchal representation 
associated with the Tree and its Singular Person. On either side of the Tree we also find 
two branches jotting out in either direction with each holding in themselves two black 
roses and two regal-purple ones. For the purposes of this card, this symbolizes with Dhu’l- 
Fiqar - an epiphany of its form, as it were - which we met in another version in the eighth 
(VIII) trump card of this deck except here we have two, with one occuring on the Pillar of 


Beauty (right) with the other on the Pillar of Majesty (left). 


Now, the two black, frontal tresses of Eve vertically elongate down to the bottom of 
the card from Her celestial ‘azamiti situs to the terrestrial. The dark azure blue in the 
terrestrial on either side of Her black tresses below contains precisely fourteen (14) swirls 
on each outer side, right and left. Together these represent the twenty-eight (28) lunar 
mansions (manazil al-qamariya)’’? which are the basis of the twenty-eight trumps of our 
Major Arcana. Within the inner rim of Her two black tresses, first, in its horizon occurs two 
swirls, one on the right and one on the left. These here represent the male (left) and female 
(right) principles for this particular card, the yin and yang, but a yin and yang that are more 
similar than different, a solar moon and a lunar sun, as it were, that become whole once 


united to their Principle within the Tree. Here they are not quite united, but are merely 


°° The Vedic astrological nakashtra which our Turkish oracle of the Goddess was quite fond to constantly 
speak about and was also quite eminently learned about. 
** which we will meet in our final twenty-eighth (XVIII) trump. 
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hovering above the sacred ziggurat and fire temple on either side of it just below the two 


paws of the lions of Ishtar. 


At the bottom we have our sacred ziggurat and fire temple - a symbolic form of 
Ishtar or Innana’s sacred mountain - that is dotted with the same triangular red dots of 3+2 
that we last saw in the card of the Qalandar (X) and before that in the card of Murshid (V1) 
except here we have an additional red dot in the center of the fire which now makes the 
configuration to be 1+3+2 which denotes the principle of the singularity becoming the 
triplicity that formulates itself into a binary. The steps of the ziggurat on each side are six 
(6) on each side which gives us twelve (12) with the sacred temple itself constituting the 
thirteenth (13"), representing the thirteen months of the NUR calendar with its thirteenth 


which is named ‘ishq (32), ‘Love’. The temple is crowned by the sacred fire and from it 


billows the smoke forming the same sigil of the heart we first met in the card of Sheba (IV) 
except here it is black and triangularly shaped producing two hand-like formations which 
cross and join the two black tresses of Eve on either side, forming thereby with the two 
azure rivulets on either side between the ziggurat and the smoke the sigil for the element 
of Air. Within it sits the adept, the Goddess’s eternal fire keeper, with his head bowed to 
the left and to the Pillar of Majesty. He is dressed in a green shroud, the color of the angelic 
realm of malakit, with a yellow hallow forming around him that is yellow in the color of 
jabarit and the element of Fire. While not an entirely tragic figure, this solitary and eternal 
fire keeper of the sacred temple which is the sacred mountain is simultaneously united with 
as well as disunited from the Evenic Manifestation. Yet this his function, a union in 
disjunction, given his status as the sacred fire keeper of the Goddess within the terrestrial 
realm, thus why he leans leftward towards the Pillar of Majesty which represents 


transcendence (tanzih) and the complete interiority (butiiniya) of his craft even in the face 
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of Her Manifestation out of the Assyrian Tree of Life, which is why he is not looking up 
directly at Her. Her imminence only occurs as mirrored within him from Above to below, 
hence the dhikr associated with this card. Thus, the fire at the crown of the temple is really 
the eternal fire of his heart which burns singularly and eternally only for Her - and Her 
alone - with its smoke rising up to heaven while embracing the horizon of the earth. But 
because She reflects within him as Her sacred fire keeper, in some ways it can be said that 
his interior reality is Her with his will being Her will, which makes him in relation to Her 


the Adam of his time as the Manifestation of the letter letter sin (_.). But such a thing cannot 


be easily expressed in words, since it is one of the high mysteries. Instead it must be 


understood by the unspoken celestial language of Love itself. 


The Associations of the Card of Eve in Divination 


Within the Tree of Reality the card of Eve is associated with the letter sin (_.) which is the 


15" pathway of the Tree of Reality positioned in a longitudinal manner occuring in the 
realm of jabartit and touching upon the realm of malakit on the Pillar of Beauty connecting 


the sixth Sphere, the Holy (_..,id!), to the ninth Sphere, the Magnanimous (_2W!). In our 
system, the letter sin (_.) is ascribed to the element of Air. In Liber Nomeni Angelis the letter 


sin (..) is associated with the 9" constellation in our system and the ninth NUR month, 
which is Ophiuchus OG and the NUR month of Tahirih (the Pure), whose angelic 


correspondence is the angel Hima °il (js). This angelophany is the fully entified 


instantiation of the crystallized archetypal tenuity of the principle of divine Sustenance 


(rizq) in its consummated, realized form. In the human body, it corresponds to the gall 
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bladder. Him@ ’il (3.2) is the sixth of the angelophanies belonging to the angelic concourse 


of Samsama’il, the concourse associated with the blind mim ¢ of the calligram of the 


Greatest Name. It is also associated with the Lunar Mansion of al-Ghafr (the Shrouded One). 


Al-Ghafr (the Shrouded One), as the fifteenth Lunar Mansion and the traditional 


ruler over the letter sin (_»), per our reckoning and rearrangement of the starts and stops 


to each of these asterisms, with us occurs between 14° of Libra to 27° of Libra. This lunar 
mansion is generally considered to be a fortunate and auspicious one with its nature being 
airy. The geomantic sigil for this mansion is displayed at the bottom of the card underneath 
the sacred ziggurat and in between the two tresses of Eve. Al-Ghafr is a good period for 
talismanic and esoteric workings, and especially the making of charms for love and 
friendship. If requests are made at this time, it is deemed a favorable time to do so in order 
to yield positive results. Travel or travel arrangements at this period are good as is marriage 
or entering before rulers and the like, not to mention communicating with them, as well as 
the start of beneficial work in general. In al-Ghafr planting, harvesting and measuring yields 


is auspicious (Al-Biini, ibid.) 


Finally, all that which we have not delineated here regarding the mysteries of Eve 
and its card can be found in the first chapter of our Effulgences of Wisdom (majali al-hikam) 
as well as in the related sections of our Completion of the Persian Bayan,” so we refer the 


reader to these two works for further reflection. 


* Namely, our ongoing response to Ibn ‘Arabi’s fusiis al-hikam (the Bezels of Wisdom), see 
https://archive.org/details/1-the-effulgence-of-vivification-in-the-wisdom-of-eve-1.1 (retrieved 16 January 


2024). Forthcoming as a Persian language publication (and eventual English translation). But see our self- 
published A Prologemenon to The Completion of the Arabic Bayan and the Eight Paths, here 
https://archive.org/details/a-prologemenon-to-the-completion-of-the-arabic-bayan_202211 (retrieved 16 
January 2023) and The Completion of the Arabic Bayan and the Eight Paths itself, here 
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And when Adam approached by existential nearness over to the theophanically Self- 
Disclosed Tree of Reality from [the locus of] Fatima [= Eve], upon Her be peace, He 
erred, because His Lord had commanded Him to not approach the Tree except by the 


approach of ecstasy (bi’l-wijdan), [for] She is the Tree without equalf’® 


https://archive.org/details/final-version-arabic-bayan-393.2 (retrieved 16 January 2023) which constitutes 


a summary our 800+ page Persian. 
36 
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The Bab tafsir siirah al-baqara (the Commentary on the Surah of the Cow), private MS (my trans.) 
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